Detection of anti-sperm activities of monoclonal antibodies to human sperm.
The anti-sperm activities of a series of monoclonal antibodies to human sperm have been compared using agglutination, immunofluorescence, ELISA and 'panning' assays. The antibodies fell into two categories, those that could be detected by agglutination but not immunofluorescence assays and those that could be detected by immunofluorescence but not agglutination. Antibodies positive in the agglutination assays were also positive in the 'panning' assay. None of the antibodies tested was positive in the ELISA assays. These results, and others, are discussed in relation to the problems associated with the detection of anti-sperm antibodies in sub-fertile human populations.